
: THE RUSSIAN ADVANCE INTO ASIA MINOR.
Map of Asiatic Turkey, Western Persia and the Black Sea, Showing the Relative Positions of the Russian and Turkish Forces on the Caucasian

*

Frontier and the Chief Fortified Positions in Turkish Territory.
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10 LONQlTUDt EAST FROM "4»|3

MARCHING M1HE CAUCASUS.
The Russian Advance from Tiflis

Into Asia Minor.

LINE OF ATTACK.

Objective Points of the Columns
of Invasion,

KARS, ERZEROUM AND TREBISOND.

The Persian Army Protecting the
Russian Flank and Rear.

TURKISH DEFENSIVE POSITIONS.

The Black Sea Lines of Supply
Necessary.

Blmultaneonsljr with the p«*sagu of the I'ruth by tbo
Russian column* Irom KUcbentlf tbo Army ol tbo
Caucasus lies crossed the frontier ol' Turkey iu Asia
from IU headquarters at Ttllu. Thus Turkish terri¬
tory is* invaded at two points widely distant from cuch
othrr, but boaring nu equally unportaut relatlou
lo the general plan or operations. The Kusslnn Hrmy
»l lhe Caucasus Is composed ol tho best troops In tlio
lorvice of tbo Czar. Tbo province having boon oulv a
row year?, compiratlvely speaking, undor Human rule,
the occupation by lEuunlau troops lus connnuod to be
on a war lootiiifr. The garrison* or tho Mevoral fort¬
resses have been maintained ut their lull eflectlvu
itrength, and tho olllcer* and mon triuned to constant
Vlfllenco and activity. Although numerically weaker
than the Army ol tbu I'ruth, or, as It should now be
termed, the Army of the Danube, that of thoCau¬
sesus la stronger in in.it orial, and Is, there¬
fore, proportionately nioro elloctlvu It strikes
.t ¦ part of tho Sultan's dominions that
Is distant from tho cenlro of government and supplies,
end In its attuek threatens, l» possible, more serious lu-
Jury te his empire tbuu even the advance lulu the

Dobrudtcha, because It Is mure out ol ttio way of any
material *1(1 reaching bit analog from alius. It Is I or-
titer (supported and coverod by a considerable lorco of
Persians, who serve ttie purpose or protecting the Rus-
¦Ian communications from interruption by the Arub
tribes suljoct to Turkey, and of rendering the sending
of any aid overland from British India a very
hazardous and doubtful enterprise. Tho Persian
troops further relieve a large Russian lorco that should
otborwiso be left to perforin this servico, and euablo
It to operate offensively with I he main army against
tho Turks. Farther, tho Russians move to the attack
Iruin well iortltled positions on tho iromedinfo fron¬
tier, and thus have tbnir tinso of supplies Immediately
In their rear well protected and supplied irom a vast
territory behind them.

TIIK Tt'UKlMII POHITIO*.
The Turks occupy a largo territory, brokon by nu¬

merous mountain chains and Intersected by many
rivers. Their chief places of strength are distant
from tbo frontier, tor, with the exception of Kara,
they havo no forties* nearer to that lino than
F.rzoroura, which is tiio headquarter* of tbo army
of defence. They have, It Is true, a menus of
communication aud supply by sen to Trobi-
zond, which the Russians do uot possess,
on account ol their naval inferiority In the Hlack Sea,
but this port is actually threatened now by the Bus-
sun advance, and should It lull all the eastern section
ol Asia Miuor must draw its suppllos from Siuopo or
overUud Irom ports in tho l.cvant. Still acting on the
deleiuive it must be remembered that the Turks havo
a vast area or friendly territory behind them, and
the vory difficulties they havo to coutend
against In transporting supplies will also present
themselves to the invaders. The broken country will
oflord tbo Turks many opportunities ol chiding the
Russian advance, or causing it to bo so costly In men
that immense military successes will be necessary to
counterbalance Hie losses, Tho map of Asia Minor and
tho lilac* Soa published to-day gives tho reader
an exact idea ol the relative positions of thu contend-
lug armies, and shows at a glance tho difficulties or
the situation.

ri.A.v ok the nrasiAN attack.
It has been evident from the commencement of hos¬

tilities that tho Russian advance fus two objective
points. Tho first l.s Krzeroum, a position whieli, if
occupied, would glvo tho luvadors control of all the
territory southward to l.nko Wan, or at least
to tho Vullcv ol tho Kup'nratcs,' and northward to
tho coast near Treblsond. The second point of
attack Is TrebiHOiid, which, as beloro stated, control!
tbo lino ol supply by sea to the l'urkuh army. The
aJvunce on Krzeroum involves tho liivuntmorit and
capturo ol the fortiiled town of Knrs, which, It will
bo remembered, ouce succojslull.v resisted a Russian
attack during the early purt of tbo Crimean Mar.
Kirs will again resist stoutly, but it is pos-
siblo that, instead of waiting lor Its capture,
lh« tnam body of tho ltusglau force tuov-

log la that direction wilt pats II by, leaving
a strong detachment to prodocute the siege and press
od toward Krzeroum. Already the Russians bavo
started on this plan of operations (roin Alexandropol,
a fortitled Russian town on the Arra, a branch of tbo
Araxes. The advance on Treblsond lias also coin,
inenced along tbo coast road ?!.-» Itatoum. 'l'be do.
spatcb from llusnan 1'acbn aonouuciug a Russian
repulso near that place show* (bat tbo Invading
army must havo alroady panned Ualouaa and was
mot In lorco at tbu crossing of the river Tcbwrukson
neai-Junln. Tbo Turkish lorce that inude this siund.
If it did tnako II, which la yet somewhat doubtful.is
ovldently a part of the garrison ol TrebUoud sent for¬
ward to dispute tbo way on the lino of lbs
river. Assuming, then, that tho Russians sue*
coed In reaching Treblsond and Erzerjum
tu sulllctenl force to hold tho country
the obser Anion of the first named and the capture of
Ihu secoud Is necessary to their further progress. If
Krzeroum is taken the Turks will probably retire on
Schabln Kurrabissar and Kgiu. Toward the Orst
to cover tho road to Slcopo, and Hie
second to roslat a Russian concentration or
a largo lorco that would threaten to cut off
the whole of Kurdistan from communication with the
western territory and render probablo a severance
of Asia Minor from the Arabian section of the Otto-
man dominions. This, however, can only be accom¬

plished with au immense lorce and au uninterrupted
series ol victories ovor the Turks, who will doubtless
stubbornly Ooiuud evory Inch of ground If they are
forced to retire.

TDK TL'RKiHH UKPXKCE.
This would teem to resolve Itself at present Into

a simple resistance at evory point of vantage. Hut
there are possibilities which aro decidedly favorablo to
Turkey If her army la handled with skill. If, for
Instance, she garrisons Kars, Krzeroum and
Trebisond with sutllctent forces to bold theso
positions, and theu masses hor field army at
Kgin, Churpul and Diarbekr, or behind the Euphrates
In their vigiuity, the Russian Army will scarcely
daro to hazard an advauce westward with auch a hos¬
tile fore* threatening It* line of retreat. Tben, by
the concentration of all the Arab and other cavalry
that could l>o spared in tho d rectton of Wau,
a check would bo grven to the 1'orsian
troops and tbo Russian communications would
bo threatened close-to their own frontier. It #111
bo observed that as tar westward aa Kgln, all the
river valleys and mountain chains lie in the direction
of tho Russian advance, affording favorable routes In
nearly all cases. Krout Kgln westward tho physical
conditions of tho country clianx*. The rivers and
inouutain chains run across the line or Rutsiati prog,
ress, and every rldgo becomes a natural fortress that
can be defended without much cost.

TIIK TURKISH U K ST.
By their llset the Turks ¦ onirol the niack Sea and

comuol their cnamr la transport his supplies ovor lon«

und difficult routes to tho no-no of operation*. So long
as this naval supremacy continues no long will tho
Ku»*l:in advance In Asia Minor bo an undertaking ot
dltllcully anil danger thai can only lie tnado surco.ssful
by overwhelming number*. Tho lauding of a large
Uritish lorce at Stnopa or oveu Troltisond
would complicate tnatterii very seriously lor
Russia, und would probably turn the scales
ttgulnKt her. Already tho bombardment of
1'otl by the Turkish lloel shows how clearly
I* perceived tho importaiico of lutllciing damage
on the Russian port* carly in tho war, »nd how sorl-

ou*ly tho KuxsUii operations will bo alloctcd thereby.
K tho Army of tho Caucasus succeed* in
us proposed object of seizing the neck of
territory between tho Levant and tho B!ack Sea, and
establishing Itself llrmly thereon, a Inrgo proportion
o( tho military rosourcos oi'Turkey will bo cut olTlrotn
Constantinople, and tho empire of the Ollomuus will
bo ground to dust between two military millstones.

T1IE llUSSIAN FLEET.

They took in coal all yesterday morning on board
Ibe Russiau llagshlp Svetlaiiu. and the quarterdovk
was decidedly wot yesterday altornoou, for It required
a good deal oI washiug to gel rid ol tho^oal dust which
found lodgement every whore.
Consul General Ilodlsco went on board the Srellana

In tho loreuoon. At hall-past twelvo Captain Hi* Im¬
perial Highness the Grand Duke Alexis camo on shoro
unaccompanied at tho loot ol Twenty-third street. At
hal/-pa«t one P. M. tho regular trip bonl arrived from
the Svellsna, having ou board Sub-Lieulouaut Ills Im-
ln-rial Highness the Graud Duko Consiantine, l.iealeu-
touani llsron Kiigloharrit, 1'rmre Sicherbatolf, I'riuco
lUriatlnsky, Lieutenants lie Sivers and Wladl-
kine and other Officer* ol tbo flagship. .Shortly
after, at about two o'clock, the Adinlrul's
light gig reached the landing stage, having
ax pusseuger* Admlrul lloumkoir, Flag Comimin-
dor Alex loir and Consul General Ilodlsco. A puriy
ol ladies and gentlemen, invited guest", visited the
Hvelluna in the allornoon. His Imperial Highness tho
Gruud l)uko Constantino and :> number of in* brother
officer* returned to the snip at hall-past lour I'. M.
His Imperial Highness the Grand liuke Alexis returned
to the Svetlana after nightfall, having passod the aller-
noon and evaiung quietly In ihc city.

THE CUBAN LEAGUE.
A meeting of tho Rxeciiuro Commltleo of tbo Cuban

Lcaguo of the I niled Statos wu« hold yesterday after¬
noon at the ofUco ol Maior Goueral C. K. Grahuin, No.
U.1T llroadwny, at which Colonel I,ope/ do (juoralta,
one of "our Hoys in lilue," and formerly on Ihu stall of
Goneral John Cochrauo, in tho Sixth Army Corps, was
present. The Colonol, It may bo mentioned, hus re¬

cently distinguished himself greatly in "I'ub.i Libre,"
notably at the capture «n<l destruction of the city of
LnaTunn*. The KxectitivoCominltteeorg.inixod under
tho presidency of Goneral McMalwm, anil appointed a
ruin untied ol six, of which 1'rosldeul McMuhon und
ihu {secretary were to bo members, to lake suoli steps
as they uiav deem proper lu aid ol the Cuban cause.
The following gentlemen were avuoialod . llulor

General 0. K. Orahain, Ubarlos Watrou*,
Thomas S. Stewart, Colonel J. M. Maclaa,
I»uu,'Ihk Taylor and J. II. Van Alon. A
committee waa alio appointed in prcparo a memorial
to Coiicri'bi* aud all aaUrtMii to Ibe people of tno 1'nlted
State* in behalf of the Cuban Republic. IIs member*
are Mr. Ci>arle« A. Dana, Major J. M. Huudy and Mr.
Kthan Allen. At tbu close ol the meeting Colonel do
(jucralta ataled to ibe I1kiiai.ii reporter:..¦Our
proapocta In uba were never belter tlian now. Wo
have no army ol lH.OOO men and twice that uumber
re«<ly to take up arms wbon opportunitv odor*. Our
army Id weil clothed ami in excellent spirits. We liavu
lorti at least 30,uuo met/sinco the bcgiumni: oft be tluht
lor tliUependence in I80S. Our soldiers have pene¬
trated to Marcurija, leas tliau one hundred miles Irom
Uavani. Tho Spanish army bail Kti.ouu regular* and
40,(Hni volunteer)1. In that nrtnjr there aro thousand*
ol boy* ol acvehteeu ynara ol aue. who are unable to
»ian<l iohk marches in a tropical climate. Tbe Spanish
troop* are aadly demoralized. Within lliu la-t two
month* the pulriot* have destroyed fTOd.OOO wortb ol
plantation*."

DANGEROUS KNOWLEDGE.
Mr<. I.orelta Kyer, ol No. 323 Weal Ikilrty-aecond

street, oat a pair of diamond earring* lu a Hroadway
car lust Monday. She advertised lor Ihem 111 the
morning paper* the following day. On Tueaday au

elegant looking young gentleman called on

her, and alter Introducing hini«oir a* M.
Frank Crawlord, ol No. 214 Ka«t Seventy-sum
street, said ibat he bad read the advertisement,
and know where tho diamond* wi re. Mr. » r.iwl->r<l
was very bland ari l very pollie. but lie wanted $&o
down bo.ore ho Wo iu ,'ive any lurther Information.
He called again, according to agreement. on Thursday
and tlioo wanted Mr*. Kyer to give hint a check paya-
blu lu live duys lor HOU, sayIni: that In the luicrven-
Iuk time he would be able to procure her diamond*.
Mr*. Kyer, however, had communicated with
the police and alter younn rawlord had (.(included
hla second viait lie wan nrremed by Oitlcor Schmitt-
berger, ol the Twenty-ninth precinct. He was »i-
ralgncd belore Judge Murray yesterday, and was held
In |2,000 ball to uimwer oil a charge ol attempting to
obtain money by trick and device. H wim uncovered
by the o.ll .er that one ol ttie lost diamond! had iieeo
found by a hoy named William Wliittv, ol No H i

Worth mreel, who deposited it with a jeweller in Nat-
huh street, and that tin* tact had mine to the khuwl-
edge ol the prisoner.

THE i'OYNTZ MUKDER TRIAL.
The cue of Mr*. Evans, mulcted with her Inuhand,

Nathaniel Kvana, for murder tu tho Ur*t degree, In
killing TboniM J 1'oynli, or llav Shore, on Sundav
night, the .jmb of January, wa* called yenterday morn-
In oie SullolK County oyer and terminer, belore JudgeI'raH Judp* Ki-kL of (om.aei for Mra. Kvatis, pre-aented an allid.ivil made by tier in support of a motion
for a postponement, alleging the abaein.e ol Important
testimony a* a reason why the iruil should not pro¬
ceed. District Attorney rt'u khain had no on|cciion to
interpose, and the caac* ol both Mm. Kvan* and her
huabaud were ret down lor the October term.

THE GERONA'H COLLISION.
The damages inllicted on the brig Cadel by being run

Into by the .Spuniah Irigatu (ierona, oil .Handy Hook,
la-t Saturday, are lo be m iiln pond by tbe Spanish
government. A aiirvey \«ill be held to day on theCadet, by representative* ol lb« Hoard ol I'ntferwril
era, to decide what repair* are nvccisary. It m
Uu.imiii. nuwovnr that «l ijuo will cover the damme*

Iron-clad Leviathans of Eu^lanJ,
Turkey and Russia.

ARMAMENT, HORSE POWER AND TONNAGE.

Relative Strength in Ships Adapted for
Black Sea Operations.

RAMS, MONITORS ANI) POPOFFKAS.

The Unarmcred Ship3 of th9
Three .Powers.

CRUISERS A\D COMMERCE DESTROYERS.

The naval arm It certain to perform an Important part
in determining the Fortuna ol tlie ewnitg war lu
Kurope. Owing tu tlm jwculur conditlou* lUat govern
tin1 cr|(auizatlou of the belligerent I'owere, the dm-
lance tliat ono of them at leu-it I* from tliu neat ot
actual con II ic I, ami tlm intureita, commercial and mili¬
tary, ttint need protection on Hie Ufa anil along the
coasts, tbo iieceoHity tor uirnoil tleota to menace the
enemy and ooovoy aupply chips and transports u
i|u illy imperative for Kuialu. Turkey ami i nland,

Therefore, lu conmticriug ilio relative naval airsnntli
ot ttic helllxorcnta it m neccamry to examine nil the
condition* calculated to enhance or decrease tho powut
ot c.k ti nation, not only to maintain itself on the so is,
but also lo lullict aa much damago as possible on thr
enetny. Theae muy no laid tu be embraced uuUer tain
general heaila namely, the naval atreiigth in tin
number ot armed alnps, the Htrengih represented b)
the superiority noit adaptability oltho rotso Is, uulioti
relereui'o to thoir number; ttie possibility or main
taming a navul lorce tor a giv. u objuct and llio particu
lar t>urpo*o tor which n lleot la to bo employed >u tlm
war.

COMI'AHATIVK StUlllUi'AI. nruKMUTII.
kngltnd, beyond all i|ueatiou, possosaes a fleet 0.

war ships whlcu cannot bo excelled in numeric*
strsu^tb by the cotubiued Uuets ol all the oibur i»»»«-


